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Abstract 
This  is  21st  century  and  we  are  living  in  21st  century.  It  started  cause  of  shortening  of  geographical distance  and  
bringing  the  nations  closer.  When  the  nations  came  closer  they  developed  their  policy  to  more  interact  with  each-
other  for  development  and partnerships. When  we  talk  about  the  developed  and  developing  states  we  can  say  
development  and  partnerships  is  a  easy  way  to  get  wider  existence  and  stability  for  developing  states  in  international  
level. Development  and  partnerships  between  the  nations  it  could  be  economic,  political,  social-cultural  etc.  India   and   
Bangladesh   both  are  the  developing  countries  India  and  Bangladesh  have  shared  common  history,  language,  religion,   
culture  etc. India surrounds Bangladesh, 78.86% of its border lying with India.  So,  its  beneficial  for  both  the  countries  if  
they  start  and  do  more  developments  and  partnerships  cooperation between each-other in 21st  century.    
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1. Introduction 
The relationship between India and Bangladesh is based on common history, socio-cultural heritage and land 
border. India played a leading role in the liberation of Bangladesh and in maintains cordial relation with Bangladesh 
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rights from its emergence in 1971. India views its development partnership with Bangladesh as a means for 
strengthening South-South sharing of development experiences and general development cooperation. Over the past 
few years this development cooperation between the two countries has grow significantly. India supported to 
Bangladesh in liberation war through economically, politically, socially, and in all possible ways. Now in 21st 
century India’s policies for Bangladesh is still cooperative and helpful. But the policies of cooperation in India and 
Bangladesh relationship are shaped by two factors, - Internal and External. As far as the internal factors are 
concerned, the Political- Economic-Social factors, Land, Water, Security And Natural Resources, have played a 
large role in shaping this as well as the world view of Bangladesh foreign policy makers. Both the countries are 
trying to fulfil mutual interest. If we analyze past relations between the two countries, we can say they resolve 
around some major issues between them. The importance of Bangladesh for India was also viewed in terms of 
regionalism, related mainly to SAARC because regionalism appeared to India as a vehicle to develop better linkage 
with the countries, in SAARC and beyond.  This paper argues that the development and partnership between the two 
nations played a major role for determined their relations in future.   
2. Conflicts  
India and Bangladesh have some conflicting issues. These are as follows- 
2.1. Conflicts on Border and land 
Land Border issues: The border between India and Bangladesh is unique, in that cuts across cultivated fields 
and barren lands, hills, tropical and rain forests, marshy patches, rivers, canals and ponds. India and Bangladesh 
share almost 4,096 km of land border; of which 6.5 km of land along the Comilla-Tripura border is officially 
considered disputed. An agreement was signed by the presidents of the two countries in 1972 which was not ratified 
by India and hence could not be put into effect. Thus, there are acute problem of managing it, with ethnic affinity 
amongst people cutting across the border. 
Teen Bigha Corridor: Bangladesh faced the problem of connectivity of her enclave of Dahgram –Angorpotha 
as these could only be approached through Indian territories. India agreed to give a land corridor measuring 178m x 
85m to Bangladesh perpetual lease. Thus, on June 26 1992 under an agreement India allowed Bangladesh use of 
Teen Bigha corridor, with certain restrictions. The locals were allowed normal movement between sunrise and 
sunset only the same is in case with Indian enclaves under Bangladesh (Times magazine,15 Feb,2009). 
Border Fencing: In mid 1998 India started ‘project fencing’ around Bangladesh on west Bengal and Assam 
boundaries to check infiltration. Some concrete pillars were constructed and objected by Bangladesh resulting in 
firing across the international border. Fencing has been stopped but tension still exists due to persistent demand by 
people in Assam to speed up to the project(Ghoshal, 2001). 
Berubari Case: In 1947 and then in 1974, the village was divided into two parts, as the police record were not 
updated. Northern portion went to Bangladesh connected with mainland, and the Southern to India not connecting to 
the main territory–case similar to Dhahgram- Angalpota. it was agreed to by the two countries that in exchange for 
Teen Bigha Corridor, Bangladesh will vacate North Berubari and hand  it over to India to allow connectivity. India, 
while allowing Teen Bigha Corridor placed certain restrictions on the villagers of Bangladesh due to security 
implications. These restrictions however are a cause for suffering for people living there. 
New Moore Island: In the wake of under- sea volcanic activity in 1970, a “char” (island) of 2 km had between 
the estuary of river Haribhaga and Rainmongal, in the Bay of Bangal. As it was 5nm off the Ganga delta from the 
coastline of Bangladesh and 2nm off India’s coastline, India the island on the basis that the flow of the Haribangha 
is to the last of the Island, and the island lies on the natural prolongation of the India’s territory (Bammi, 2010). 
2.2. Conflicts on Natural Resources 
Water Concerns: Bangladesh is heavily dependent on India for the flow of the 54 river the two countries share. 
Bangladesh has complained that its share of river waters, in comparison with India’s ,remains unfair .the 
construction by India of the Farraka Barrage–a low dam in West Bengal  province designed to increase water supply 
in the Hoogli river –was a major bone of contention between the two countries . India has built a feeder canal at 
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Farakka where the Ganga divided into two branches; this has allowed India to control the flow of Ganga water by 
re-channelling it on the Indian side of the river. This dispute was resolved in 1996 with the mutual signing of a 30- 
year water sharing agreement for the Ganges. This happened after earlier short-term agreement that lapsed (Pant, 
2011). 
India-Bangladesh Trade Issue: Organized trade between the two countries follows the bilateral agreement as 
well as the regional agreement under SAARC and BIMSTEC. There is also “un- structured trade” whose volume is 
nearly equal to the structured (Datta, 2012). 
Transit Route through Bangladesh To North East India: India having played a very vital role in the 
liberation of Bangladesh, India had hoped that Dhaka would allow not only transit routes through her rivers and 
routs through her river and roads, but also allow the use of Chittagong Port to land- locked North East. However, 
Bangladesh never appeared willing to concede anything to India. Dhaka feels that their infrastructure is not adequate 
to handle the additional traffic. Seeing negative attitude of Bangladesh, India has decided to develop the port of 
Swette in Myanmar for trade by the Northeast and is developing the river for transportation from Mizoram.   
Gas Pipeline from Myanmar: India had contracted to buy gas from Myanmar for supplying to her North 
Eastern states. As transportation by sea or road would have been costly both the countries proposed laying of a 
pipeline through Bangladesh. This was initially agreed to as a tri- national project which was a win-win situation for 
all three countries. Due to political reasons Bangladesh has withdrawn from the project, leaving both India and 
Myanmar to find alternative methods on their own (Bammi, 2010). 
2.3. Conflicts on Security 
Shelter to Indian Insurgents: There is a legacy inherited by Bangladesh from Pakistan which had provided 
training camps, logistic support and transit facilities to insurgents of Nagaland and Mizoram. India was confident 
that after her birth, Bangladesh will not allow any anti-India activity to take place from her territory. while initially 
Bangladesh did live up to her promise, change of political leadership and re emergence of Pakistan’s influence, 
however, saw the Indian insurgent Group again taking shelter across the border in Bangladesh (Bammi,2010).  
Problems Affecting Both the Countries: Besides irritants between India and Bangladesh, there are a few 
problems which affect both the countries. These related to smuggling and Islamic fundamentalism (Pant2011)  
2.4. Conflicts on Migration 
Illegal Immigrants: Illegal Immigrants from Bangladesh is one of the most important facets border 
management – a challenge being faced by India since 1971. Besides Assam and West Bengal also sneak into 
Tripura, while Mizoram are used as transit routes for smuggling of narcotics, arms and drugs (Pant, 2011).    
3. India’s Policy towards Bangladesh  
India is an upcoming/ rising great power and it is trying its best achieve important role in various international 
issues. Under the given situation, the policy of India towards Bangladesh attracts the attention of International 
community. The unstable situation in Bangladesh is due to illegal migration, fundamentalism and water border 
dispute. Bangladesh is as an important factor in India’s foreign and security policies. The compulsions of 21st 
century (Globalization) and the present friendly regime provide ample strategic and development partnership 
between the two countries to the extent that is survives the political and ideological hangover of the past. During 
1990s, India’s policy had to adapt to extraordinary changes taking place at home and abroad, which marked a period 
more by change than continuity. India’s foreign policy approach to the neighbouring countries, and the challenges 
facing with the new wave of economic globalization, are factors forced India to re-examine the premises that guided 
its diplomacy in the previous decade (Gupta, 2009). India as an emerging global power and a responsible 
stakeholder in the peace, stability and progress of south Asia, has initiated fresh moves in the region. The new 
neighbourhood policy of India articulated in 2005, pleads for developing connectivity and people to people contacts 
with her neighbour. In this broad framework, India needs her development partnership with Bangladesh to succeed. 
India has to emerge as a leading stakeholder in the development process of Bangladesh. Asia needs India’s long and 
historic innings for its integration and development (Bajpai, 2012).       
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4. Socio- economic development for resolving conflicts  
Socio- economic development is a relative term. Some developments are referred to as ‘progressive’ while 
others are termed ‘conservative’. The ultimate objective of development is seen as, to promote human well-being. A 
major aspect of well- being is defined as economic well- being .these nations followed a centralized planning 
approach to address the problem of economic development. A review of the outcome of development by the official 
planning documents after four decades admit that the social development has not kept pace with economic 
development. Social development means access to social services such as education, health, and development 
opportunities for poor sections in particular woman (Siddiqui, 2004). Since the initiation of the social economic 
reforms, India and Bangladesh has witnessed a dramatic improvement and presents huge futuristic prospects. 
Framework Agreement on Cooperation for Development between India and Bangladesh had been envisaged during 
the visit of the Prime Minister of Bangladesh to India in January 2010. The Agreement lays down the framework for 
enhancing mutually beneficial bilateral cooperation in a wide range of areas. These include- promotion of trade, 
investment and economic cooperation; connectivity; water resources; management of natural disasters; generation, 
transmission and distribution of electricity, including from renewable or other sources; promotion of scientific, 
educational and cultural cooperation; people to people exchanges; environmental protection and responding to 
challenges of climate change through adaptation; sub regional cooperation in the power sector, water resources 
management, physical connectivity, environment and sustainable development; and enhancing cooperation in 
security. The Agreement may be amended by mutual consent in order to enhance, deepen and widen the scope of 
cooperation, including regional/ sub-regional expansion (Ministry of External affairs, India). India, Bangladesh has 
liberalized more rapidly, largely due to its higher level of dependence on the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund. Bangladesh cannot easily export to India because there is little that Bangladesh produce more 
cheaply, but its domestic market is open to, and in many areas dominated by, Indian goods (Lewis, 2011). 
A number of other measures including opening up of border heats and development of land customs stations, 
land ports are being adopted to boost the bilateral trade29. India’s export to Bangladesh in the year 2010-2011, was 
of US $ 4, 586.8 million; Bangladesh’s export to India in the year 2010-2011 was of US $ 512.5 million (Kumar, 
2012). India’s development partnership with Bangladesh is increasingly focused on facilitating transportation and 
commercial links between the two countries in order to enhance the development in both countries. 
 
 
Figure 1: India’s trade with Bangladesh, Source: Import-Export Data; 1996-97 to 2011-12;  
Ministry of Commerce, India; http://commerce.nic.in/eidb/default.asp accessed January 2013 
 
This is viewed in terms of the significant importance in India’s exports to the Bangladesh. They are not satisfied 
with the level of market access that has been provided to them. They are demanding for more market access. They 
are of the view that. The Bangladesh markets and their prospects remain much more open to India firms than the 
other option, efforts are still going to for expanding the level of Socio and Economic relations both the countries are 
enjoying at present.   
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India’s second main channel for engaging with Bangladesh as a development partner is through traditional grant 
assistance. This development assistance includes humanitarian assistance in the form of food aid and emergency 
shelter construction. For example, in response to the natural disasters and floods in Bangladesh during 2007-08, the 
Government of India provided over US $37 million to Bangladesh, including 1,000 million tons of skimmed milk 
powder, 40,000 million tons of rice, and the construction of 2,800 core shelters for over 1,600 families in southern 
Bangladesh (Salman and Uprety, 2002)    Over the past decades, India has also provided no-conditionality grants 
driven by requests from the Government of Bangladesh to areas such as education, health, and transportation (see 
figure 1) (Dutta, 2010).  
  
 
Figure 2: Indian Development Assistance to Bangladesh, 1999-2011 
Source: Revised Estimates- India Budget 1999-2000 to 2011-2012,  
Statement 11- Grants and Loans to Foreign Governments, (accessed January 2013) 
5. Socio- Economic Relations by the turn of the twenty first century 
India’s role in the birth of Bangladesh is well known and well appreciated by everyone in Bangladesh. Yet, 
within a few years, this relationship started turning sour (Sobhan, 2008). India has a long history of engaging with 
Bangladesh as a development partner. The relationship reverted to something like normalcy when the Awami 
League returned to power by winning the 1996 general elections. Although falling far short of the historical ideal of 
the early 1970s, Bangladesh-India relations improved considerably under the Sheikh Hasina-led Awami League 
government (1996-2001). After decades of mistrust and suspicion, the relationship started to thaw as both Dhaka 
and New Delhi began to pursue positive approaches towards each other (Hossain, 2012). The India-Bangladesh 
relationship has been on the upswing since Sheikh Hasina came to power in 2009. The improved relations are 
largely due to her efforts to stamp out anti-Indian sentiment in Bangladesh.  The arrangement also suits India’s new 
foreign policy vision, which is based on greater economic engagement with its neighbours (Kumar, 2013). Two 
agreements, termed as “Historic” a framework agreement on cooperation for development and a protocol to the 
agreement concerning the demarcation of the Land Boundary between India and Bangladesh and related matters 
were concluded. Eight other memoranda of understanding were also signed. The 65- paragraph statement includes 
detailed roadmaps for tackling every single outstanding issue. It ends with expressing the conviction of both sides 
that the visit and signing of these historic documents marks a “watershed” in the bilateral relationship (Indian 
Foreign Affairs Journal).  
6. Conclusion 
The maintenance of harmonious relationships between India and her neighbours, particularly, Bangladesh, is an 
imperative component of India’s foreign policy. India’s relation with Bangladesh reflected a continuity of policy and 
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approach in the development of close understanding and active collaboration in mutually beneficial development 
efforts. Inequitable distributions of resources, mistrust and misunderstandings have long plagued cooperation on 
contentious but critical issues. The civil society and people to people contact may play an important role in creating 
harmony in India-Bangladesh relationship, which has traditionally been a source of frustration for both nations. 
Some important initiatives need to be taken to improve the business and investment climate in the Bangladesh. In 
particular we need to reform the existing foreign exchange regulations, in line with some of our neighbours in the 
region, most notably Bangladesh, which could help in doubling our exports within the next 4-5 years.   INDIA’s 
relation with Bangladesh reflected a continuity of policy and approach in the development of close understanding 
and active collaboration in mutually beneficial development efforts. There was focus on sectors of specific interest 
to each of the countries concerned covering a wide range of areas. Equally important was the sustained dialogue 
covering matters of operational importance such as border management. The economic and social dimensions, 
however, provided the thrust for progress in increased engagement.    
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